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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

Thailand has a long history and rich culture, and has been preserving
its cultural heritage and traditions. Preservation of traditional culture,
development of society and culture, and enrichment of its education have

been historically important objectives of the Government of Thailand.

Thailand is currently under implementation of the national development
plan in accordance with the 5th Economic and Social Development 5-year
Plan. In the 5th 5-Year Plan, the policy of the Government of Thailand
appears to have shifted toward well-balanced and stable economic growth
with consideration of social stability. Therefore, improvement of social
education and adult education to develop the intellectual level and the
potential of the entire nation is one of the very important factors in the

Plan.

Despite of the above new policy, there are not enough [facilities which
could be used to present the performances of arts to the general public,
to conduct the various lectures of social education, and to provide
activities and functions to assist self-improvement, Under such
circumstance, the Government of Thailand has planned the establishment
project of !'Social Education and Cultural Centre of the Kingdom of
Thailand', which will serve as a core facility for educational and cultural
activities through performing arts, lectures and recreational activities.

Then, the Government of Thailand made a request to the Government of

Japan for grant aid on the establishment of the Centre.

In response to the request by the Government of Thailand, the Govern-
ment of Japan dispatched the Preliminary Study 7Team (Phase 1) in
September, 1982, through Japan International Cooperation Agency, for
the purpose of studying the contents of the request. As a result of the
preliminary study, it was found that there were problems on project
implementation body and construction site which sould be coordinated
within the Thai side, therefore further study was postponed until the

Government of Thailand could solve such problems.



the Government of Thalland declded 10 estabhsh Coordmatlon
Thanat Khoman w1th 13"

Since thé.n,
Committee (Chalrman- Vice Prime Munster Dr.
members from the m1n1st11es concerned) for the pro;ect, whlch carried

out dlscussmns on constructlon site; and | estabhqhed Suh- Commrttce.

(Chairman: Mr. Apxlas Osatananda, Dlrector General - of - DTEC w1th five

members) in November 1982 to carry out actua] works. -

On ‘the basxs of series of the actmns by the Thai szde, the Govelnment.
of Japan’ dlspatched the Preliminary Study Team (Phaso 2) in January,
'1983 to facilitate the progress of the progect. _ ' S
The purpose of the Team were, (1) to conflrm the basm concept of the"
fac1l1t1es of the pro;;ect, (2) to conf:.rrn the responsible management body'
_of the project ‘and its ~organization,- (3) to discuss the su1tab11hty of the-
constructmn site, and (4) to confirm scope of works on a basm desxgn :
study and to discuss 1mplementatlon “of the pro;ect. Throughout the'
discussions during the study, the basic concept of the facﬂit:es and the'
construction site were conﬁrmed to a certain, extent,_whxle the. 1mplc—
mentation body was not decided among the Department of Fine Arts, the
Ministry of Educatlon (MOE), Tourist Author:ty of Thaﬂand (TAT) and'
Bangkok Metropohtan Admmlstr ation (BMA)

On the baSIS of exammatlon by the Coordmatmn Commlttee, the Govern—
ment of Thailand decided that the MOE should be the pro;ect execution'
body in July 1983, In accordance with the demsmn, the MOE cstabhshed
the Task Force, project executmg commlttee, which mainly consists .of
the representatives from the ,departments__,conccrn_e_d of MOE (C_halr:_na_n:
Mr. Dejo, Deputy Permanont. Secretary_ of The 'Mioisﬁr-y of -E_du.ca'tion' with

13 members), attempting to implemen_t the est'ablishment._of the Centre :

Basic Design Study Team (Phase I) was chspatched to Thalland in Sep—
tember, 1983, to commence a fu]luscale study._-‘ It was deczded that the
study would ‘be carried out w1th 3 phases flcld survey in accordance w1th T

the recommendatmns by the Prehmmary Study

Basm Design Study (Phase 1) was - carrled out for 20 days from Septem-—
ber 25th to October 14th, 1983, Its major . objectlves were to conflrm'

the contents - of the request by Thalland, to conflrm the pro]ect executmg



body, to carry out survey on- 51mllar facﬂltlcs, and to utudy and discuss
the varmus condltlons which' form basm for plannmg ‘of the project.
Items, whlch were: agreed by both sides were summanzed in the minutes
of dlscusqlons, and the mmutes was s1gned by ‘and between Mr. Dejo,
.'Chmrman of Task Force and Mr. Hldeo Endo, Study Team Leader, (See
-Appendlx Part. I-1, 2)

Basm Desxgn Study (Phase 2) was- carned out for 10 days from November
30th to December 5th, 1983. The objectives of the Study were to subrmt
the conceptua] design and to confzrm a basic idea of the facilities of the
Centre_. For these objectlves, the Study Team had prepared a concep-
tual design -and three .,a_lternatlve ;_prOpos,_als_ for _external_ appearance of
the Centre.. As the result ef discussions proposal "A" was selected for
the external appearance and the: conceptual design was agreed in a whole.

part_by both side. (See Append1x Part I - 1, 2)

Baeie' ]jesign Study Team (Phaee 3) was dispatched to Thailand for 7
days from February 5th to 11th 1984 to confirm the contents of the draft‘-
final report of the basic. de51gn for the Pro;]ect The Thai side has
agreed to the deSIgn in the Report, as the result Minutes was signed by

and between Chairman of Task Force and Study Team Leader.

On the final st.a;ge-: Qf the’ éfudy, flle_' shape of the site and the location of
the access road were changed a'little, ‘consequently, about 30,1 Rais of
land was secured and confirmed as the pro;ect site of the Centre,

The site plan of the Centre was m0d1f1ed slightly according. to the above
changes by the Team durmg the btudy, then the plan presented and
confirmed by~ the Thai side as the final sité plan of the basic design.

T_hiS'repeI_'_t_ is ‘to compile the results of Basic Design Studies on 'Social

Edfucat'ion'f and Cultural Centre Project in the Kingdom of Thailand',
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" CHAPTER 2. BACKGROUND OF THE PROJECT

2-1.. Position of the Project in the National Economic and Social
Development Plan -

It cdtﬂﬁ be's.afely said ‘that Thai economy has -been achieving a relatively
steady development after World -War II.. Particularly the stable economic
development after 1%0'5 Has been an outstanding achievement in compari-
son ‘to other: developmg countries. - In 1962, the Government of Thailand
formulated an'd'rimpl_ei:nen'ted_'the'fi_rst general economic and social develop-
menﬁt“-"':plen"' to intend to .ch'a._nge'—' “the industrial structure from - the
agriéultl’li'al economy mein'ly depending on rice crop to mulfiple farming
and - industrialzation. - Since 'th'en_.' ‘the government has promoted
modernization and industrialization. of ‘the country for 20 years, up to the
'4th 'S-Year. Plan. As a result, annual growth rate of the economy
exceeded 7% on  the average, to make a great contribution to the economic

'development of the. country.

At the' séme: time, the -social.structure of Thailand could not keep pace
with the sudden chaﬁge of the social environment brought about by rapid
expansion - of ~ the economic activity and materialistic development.
Coﬁséquently ,- Thailand has faced to complex social problems, such as
wideni“rig of regieﬁal and class inequality in areas of production and
income st:’r’u.cture, ‘consumption pattefn and standard of living. Accord-
ingly, cult'ufal'an'd social values, morality and life style of Thai people
has considerably changed. ‘Under such circumstance, the Government of
Thailand began to shift’ the  development policy, toward the stable
enonormic growth with a. good balance in cultural and mental stabilities to

corréct social inequality and to solve various social problems.

The 5th Economic and Social. Development Plan, implemented in October
1981, aims for 'Balanced economic development' in harmony with the social
stability on' the reaiization'of the following three basic problems:
e 'Deterjoration of ecoho:ﬁy and financial position'
e '"The two problems on natural resources caused by rapid develop~
'men.t' h '
1. _'ex-hai;tstion'of resources caused by uncontrolled development

of ‘land and resource.



2. 1eg10nal dlfference caused by excesslve concentratlon of

social capltal and economlc act1v1ty

'Soc1a1 problems':_..‘;; . _ SRR ER ;
Particularly - it is notewor thy that the Plan states the solution of soc1al

problems as one of the objectlves.

The Sth 5 Year PI'm, the Government of Thaﬂand hsted “Reorgamzation'
of the social structure anc! 1mprovement of social . servace" as one of - the
obJect:wes, almmg to develop “ability and morahty of the natlon and to.
create ‘a soc1ety on cultural and moral basis Partlcularly the Govern~
ment attempts 1mprovment of cultural levels. 1mp1ementat1on of non-= formal
educatmn. and improvment of sport and recreatmnal facahtles. S

The table on: the page 4 summarlzes “an outlme of soc:1al serv1ces planed.
and. 1mproved by the Government, Cne order to 1mp1‘ove and upgrade
facilities for non-formal educatzon and soc1a1 welfare, to prov1dmg social
. service and facilities and. pomts for ac11v1t1es in- poverty regmns, and to
improve and upgrade levels of social service in Bangkok metropohtan'
area where populatmn ~and economlc activities = are excesswely

concentrated,



22, Present Situation of Social Education and Cultural Activities
1).- Basic _:'Cenc'ept-of Social'.Educatien Lo

® The. Seeial 'Educaiﬁonsi@: Jap_a'n '

in Japan the term "éocial education" . (Shakai Kyeiku) is used as a
general term for orgamzed ‘educational acthtles (inchuding those for
physical education and recreatmn) mainly for adults and youth, other
‘than those provxded in the currlcula of elementary and . secondary schools
and 1nst1tutmns of h:gher educatxon. ' '
Act1v1t1es in® social ‘éducation’ are carrmd out . in d1fferent and d1ver51fled
way_sr,r on--the bas1s of peoples voluntary and” spontaneous desire for
Iea’l‘_i;ing_.. Ma]or pubhc faczhtles for social' education . include “pubhc.
'hallel", ‘"libraries", ‘"museums",’ "youth houses", "children's centres!,
"childfeh's_ "ciil_flx_ral' centres", l"lau:i'ies:.’ _educa’tiénal centres®, "audio-visual
cehlres.f’," ""enltu_ral"ce'_ntre's”, Mgymnasiums" 'end .other sports facilities,
and social . education centres". These facilities are established by the
.natlonal or~ the' local pubhc ent1t1es, or the body corporates or. other

prwate 1nd1v1duals .

'S Pubhc Halls-and Community Centres

Public héHs are key facilities for social education in the community,
' They undeltake a varlety of educ:anonal and cultural programs adapted
to ‘the: needs of: commumty peopleé.

At present,. pubhc halls exist in more than 90% of all munmlpahhes
.throughout_ the country. They ‘are carrymg on a variety of activities
which ' include the".cperatlng “of different kinds of courses, .classes,.
lectures .arld- exhibitions, lending of boeks, and holding of meetings for
physical training and: recreatlon. They also open their facilities to the
public for their:: voluntary learning actwahes. In May 1978 there were
16, 396 pubhc halls in Japan.,

e The Educatlonal Act1v1t1es as the Soc1a1 Education Administration
.1} study and training for new leaders
ii)- lnformatlon serv1ce (study 1nformatmn services by TV spot
T announcements) :
i) "group study (study or courses of social educatxon)

L iv) -meetmgs.__(_lectures, exhibitions, concerts)



v).  assistance of: private .;tudy (correspondence schools)
commumty activities (assistance of. voluntary act1v1t1es)

vi) . -
development and the spread of study | methods: (TV . study

vii)
programs, the production and the lendmg of educatlonal fa]ms)..-

viil) help of social education bodles conoerned

o The Characteristics of Social Education - | _
The social education is. not the compulsory educat:on._ It--is b‘a'sed' ‘upon.

the study interests, and . study: 15 begun by his/her .own mltlatlves. It_
is not the thing to compel, but it 15 begun spontaneously and

continued volontarily. Because social educa‘aon is initiated by valr;ety(,_gf_‘
life, its study contents are also various, .and then, forms. and _méthods'of_
the Sfudy, are various. It is important for people. to --exohaﬂge- thexr

experiences.

e The Life-long Integrated Education __ |

Today, in this dynamic society, new. knowledge and 'tech.nit_{ue's _appear.
unceasingly and people's sense of values is 2 ‘mobile thmg.: 'NO'W, after;
graduating from schools, we are demanded to study new knowledge: and
new technigques which appear unceasingly, or  to partlclpate iz the -

creation of new things, This is the age of: hfe—long study is demanded

If life~long study is needed, we have to reCdnéider the: 'educétidﬁal ;
functions of socmty and to ensure the people's hfe-—long study, and with
these things as the core. we need to reorganize the hfe-long study from
an integrated viewpoint. .For example, “the ‘school “education is emph_as;r
ed on the fundamental and the'.b'as_ic_educa{iono,:.on.d":_fhe‘_ students  to
acquire the attitudes and the _study ' m_éc_’:hanisrps : foi-_'f.,t,.hom_-,_to' do. the.
life-long study by themselves. T:h'e"home-_*’-educatid.ri:_ta_l_iéjs ‘oare‘:__of the .
basic discipline as the -homa_n and the- emotiona]'_upbrihgiﬁgo. ; Tl.'iersooi:a'l-

education confirms the ed'ucational.,.v'aluos. of practlcal personal "
relationships and offers the vamety of study opportunities - for makmg the
~study in each permd -of life. possible. . We.need to reconflrm the each
education's role, Upon ‘this confxrmatmn, Afrom an mtegrated v1ewpo1nt, o
- we need to reorgamze -all educational’ opportumtles and functlons in the. |

society for the mutual cooperation.



Th__e 'fullli:fless of '__chial-éduCation__ is strongly desired by people to offer

the “study . opportunity "ix_*l' their life from children, adults and to the

aged L

Statistics of Public Halls _and Community Centres in Japan

Orga= |

‘Number of

- Pulbic hall

local = : '
nization = governments "Main Branch Total
Municipality | 646 4,467 2,263 6,730 -
“Town - | 1,984 4,198 3,477 7,675
Village 625 774 1,177 1,951
Cooperative | 11 9 20
Others 20 - 20
. Total 3,255 9,470 6,926 16,396
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No. of institutes, teachers and students in non-forrna_i gdﬂc’_afion, 1978 -

A Hang $om

Aoy 3 Fremcarci

NON—FORMAL EDUCATIGN CENTER

ma,n- T e o )
* g Limpouy
L ¥ (//\/
' wunm'

» Jwothsa

Solu!l.u-«
wnplarap - PRxA . .n-ul-u .hh.m
e Preiraca o Resilt

Neabur deron » Cranpspina
L]

® Prosvrid NonF ool Eéutazsim Crume
# Reprrast Nuk Formad Education Crame

Studenis

Institutes Teachers
AGENCY e — - — : T Ea
Bangkok Provincial Bangkek Provinciat Bangkok Pravincial®
Ministry of Educalion 1,093 3,966 5,900 15640 | 128,494 244,525
1. Dept, eof Tl‘slt.htf Educalmn (Tcacher . ) . ’ .
Colleges, Twilight Course) - : 5 ) 24 * . o 23% 16,605
2. Dept, of Physical Edusation [Physlcal : ) ' . ) : o
Fducation Collepes, Twilight Course} - ) 1) 12 * . 0 3,188
3. Dept. of  Geoneral Fducalion: Adult N R ' ' o .
Education Division oo 35 2,573 3 w9 | 2,138 34,525 142,741 -.
3.1 Functional Literacy Schools © 22 838 44 808 700 2572
12 Adult Gcncral Educalron Schoals, ) o I D A
levels (-5 H EE T/ R 1,543 -3,|93 ".9,861 28912 - | 84,603
3.3 Adult Vocational Education Schools 26 105 . 152 15t . . 4,813 7.263
34 Mobile Vocational Education Schaols | . p _ 55 - <3l 8 6,809
3.5 Mobile Vocational Training Schauls 0 ‘32 o 1,187 .0 18345
4. Dept, of Voeational Education : Schooi : - R BRI AEEFRCE
. Division 4 6 157 Hi 13,284° | 7,898
5. Office of Private Educauon Comrmssmn kil 1,293 2,266 - | - 2,752 “9T789 f 69,222
5.0 Private Schoofs (Special SyllabUS) 652 880 217 i 13,75% 23,946
52 bslam Teaching Schonds:. R R 1§ 143 1,831 4030 1. 45,276
6, Dupt. of Religious Affairs T ‘8 58 ¢ 28 639 5400 - 4,931
OTHER AGENCIES T 704) W s o 176,213 SR XL B
1. Sk N’lkharm\umt Unlversﬂy Lo Py {4} . Hhd 4,648 .| 1,659
2. Ramkhamhaeng University 1 0 699 * !71 150 O
3. Bungkok-Metropolis 5 0 60 o | als -0
3.1 Voeational Training SchouIs 4 0 45 0 - 262 0
3.2 Polytechnics® 1 .0 15 - 0 £53 L
TOTAL = N Lo | 3.966(4) 6,659 15,640 1,700 }o2s2,isd

*drawing on existing feaching leree -
=) = numbcr of cimpusu



2) ._Pres'ent_- Situation of Social Education and Cultural - |

. Activities in Thailand

The Government of Thailand formulated a national educatmn plan .as a
part of the 4th - Fcon:mlc and “Social- Development. ‘Plan, and not only

1mp1emented school educatlon reform such -as 1nt1'oduct1on of new school

'system of 6-3~3 and 1mprovement of curriculam so as to upgrade equal .

opportumty and level of education, but also implemented- non-formal’

duoatlon and: commumty school ‘projects as a part of social éducation
scheme whlch aim- for- total life- long education to ‘be flexibly adopted to
the various social changes. .

One of. the institutions to deal w1th social educatlon is the Department of
Non=Formal Education. of- the.Mlmstry of Education, which prowde the

folioWin_g activitiess

) Adult General Education:

- Adult education to offer the educatlon equivalent to pmmary school and
secondery. school educatmn

. _Vocatlonal adult- educatmn
In. response to public” needs, to (:onduct short term vocatwnal training
" classes, and thereby to contribute to somal welfare
To . offer mobile -uhits . for classes in_ rural area in addition to night
classes by using exxstmg facilities '

e Interest groups programme

_C_iasses flexibly -conducted .in response to personal interest and
request, with government's subsidy to a group of more than 15
persons |

® 'Pubhc ll’orarles
Provincial pubhc hbrarles, dlstrict pubhc hbrarles and mobile public
librariés to serve general _pubhc (public libraries .in Bangkok are
~under jurisdictioh of BMA)

o."FunctlonaI literacy. programme -

_To conduct readmglwrltlng classes in schools and temples

® Ecucatlonal audio-visual umt

To ,__p_ro_wde remote villages. with 'publ_ic annoucement and other infor-

“matjon. BV moVies (otie unit of audio-visual equipments is distributed in

- each. provmce)

°-.'Mass mecha for adult educatlon

1
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To provide information through newspapers, radm a.nd v o
& Non-formal education through racho and cor respondence :

To conduct correspondence courses by radio

o Village newspaper readmg centers .

"To aim for attainment: of knowledge and development of readmg hab1t

a'mong public as well as ehmmatmn of illiteracy, by offer1ng
opportunities for: readmg newspapel‘s ' ' '

e Centre for book- donatlon
Center to control donated llterature and books and to dlstrlbute them

to local public libraries and newspape1 reading ‘centres:
e Regional non-informal educatmn centres '
To conduct research, production of " course matemals, preparatmn of _
curriculam, educatlonltraumng of leaders with regard to non-formal
education suitable to social meeds and locality in each regmn (5
centers in nation-wide) -
¢ Provincial non-formal educafion centres
Institutions to make subsidy' an'cl collaboration ‘on- the vai‘ious' non+~
formal educa’uon in response . to requests ~of provinces;: curr“ently '
established - in 43 provinces. and planned to be ‘established in all 92
provinces. within 5 year plan period (see a map on page 10) |
o Centre for educational technology.- ' '
To produce‘ visual-audio educat_ion' 'ma_terlsls VIand to d_eve_lop'-*en:d
provide electric equipments for education - ' | '
¢ The Bangkok Planetarium R -
Largest planetarmm in Southeast Asia to be open for pubhc (460
seats)
@ The Science Museum _
In addition to an ordmatry ftmctwn of museum, ., fﬁnetioned as a
science education ‘center for: teachers and. students from all over the
country to be. facﬂlty to supplement school education ' ' .
® The Natural History Museum . ' : :
Under construction in suburb of the Cxty of: Bangkok and scheduled to.
open in- 1984
6 The Thai H1stozy and Culture Museum

Currently under planning -

In adchtmn to the ~above,  the Department has 72 culture centres-.

throughout “the counwy (15 centres in Bangkok) as a. part of acthhes”.



by Natmnal Culture Comm1ssion, to é¢onduct festlvals and ceremonies as a

key orgamzed actwlt:es m commumt:es.

_Aeeofdiug-::tﬂi statisfics ef_ ..th'e 'Mini_stry of Education (.1978), the ministry
is r'esijdﬁ'éible for 5059 ﬁehf'formal ‘education_f&c’ilities in nationwide, with
373,019 . students' ‘the various 'era'anizations',' led by the ministry, are
'makmg an effort to" develop non- formal educatlonal act1v1t1es. However,
it is present condition: in 'Ihalland that those facilities are almost for
vocatlonal educatlon, not for cultural activities and recreation. And yet
the Department of Non formal qucatmn of the MOE and National Culture

Commlssmn Were corganized . and evtabhshed only recently in 1979, and

their act1v1t1es are -at 1nc1p1ent stage. Considering social education for

-50 ‘million” populatzon (1nc1 9 million envolled in school education), the
exlstmg somal service is ‘not sufficient enough, and is increasingly
1nappr0pr1ate for social needs due to rapld population growth and drastic
change in- ‘social . envxronment in - recent years. ‘As seen in 5th Economic
and Social’ Development 5-Year Plan which lists 'Improvement of social
service' as: one‘_(_)f.t'h.e objectives, 'i.mpi*bvement'of social service such as
social education ‘and imp‘rovemeﬁt of facilities to back up the service has

become one of important tasks for the country.

' -_A’_c'the-'serne time, Thailand ie _.a.cou_r_ltry with long and rich history of
sec_:_ial _‘enjd' _Cu]'tu"ral deueiopment, -with vitality in cultural and artistic
aetivities___Which,_are_ closely related to social education.. For instance, in
_sch'.oo'l educétion, cIasses on traditional music and dance are conducted
for the purpose of cultural ‘education and ‘succession of traditional
culture, whlle the Department of Fine Aris of the MOE administers 7
dance schools in nat1onw1de to make an effort in succession of traditional
culture, However, outside of ‘school systems such artistic and cultural
.act1V1t1es and educatxonal acthtleS, to .ensure preservation of traditional
culture and succession of culture including traditional arts and dance,
are ,1o;smg p}aces -and opportunities in the society because of drastic
charige in"eec'i_._al 'en'vir_.ohment.in recent years. For instance, in Bangkok
‘there 'is a ?é’rf‘orma‘nee of traditional arts in ‘the National Theatre once a
'month ‘under ‘planning and sponsershlp of Music and Drama Section of
'the Department of Fine’ Arts . of the MOE, which is one of Iltile
'QP_P_OIVtu__mt;Ie_s for citizens- to enjoy traditional arts. Furthermore, there is

Hf_ﬂé -:_obijb.r’.curii'ty'.i:o introduce foreign arts and perfofrn_ing arts, Thus it

13
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is desirable to provide places and Opportumtles for enjoymg performmg
arts .as well. as partlmpatmg in creative act1v1tles, from vlewpomt of

cultural activities and 1ecreatmnal activities Whlch are an. mtegral part

of soc1al educat:on. R



‘2 3 Present Condmon of Somal Educatson Facnhtws and Cultural
Facdltles in Thaa!and _ .

Orie- of fundamental condluons of - soc13] 'education facililty is- 'to be

-.ava_ll_able,-.to ~everyone -in‘ a’ vanety of age - groups, professions and’

* ggcic~economic "clasges'. In this" respect, ‘the existihg soclal education

'aﬁd 'cﬁitui"él" fac‘iiities 'in'-"'*Bai'ngkck are considerab]ji" lim'itéd national,
unwexslty -and - prwate famhhes are " not’ adequately equxpped to beé

defined as- “go= called social -education fac1hty, as these . fac:htles are not

provzded w1th enough equlpments ta respond to diversified demand by

users” or .are mconvement to be used by peop]e from a variety of

soc:o economlc classes. . Actua}ly, these facilities " are’ used because there

is ‘mo. ather facﬂltles avallable to satlsfy the c1tlzens desire. - Among

these fac1ht1es, Smence Museum, managed by the Department of * Nori-

Formal Educatmn, MOE ‘could -be valued as relatlvely good example of .

soc1a1 educatlon facility “in- the country as it possesses ‘a function of a

famhty to- supplement school educatzon in term of facﬂlty ‘and act1v1ty

Also ‘it ‘is noteworthy that cultural- exchange centers . in the c1ty, such as_ .-

AUA -Language ,Centre._-and Bl“ltlsh Council, are continuing rigorous

““activities - under management of private or. public organizations to make a -

-great. ‘contribution’ fo social education ‘and. cultural activities of - the

citizens,
Thus - theré is few facilities -in_' the city which could be called social
educationi and culture- facility, .and similar facilities are described as

follows, .

2 Theatre/ HaH

‘\dajor large halls in: the c1ty 1nclude audltormm at Thammasat Umvel sity .-

wrth 25 000 seats, and audltorxums at Chulalongkorn University and King
Mongkut's Instltute of - Technology Their large capac1t1es appear to

reﬂect many occasions of annual regular events and ceremonies, particu-

: larly ‘al presense of the King - at graduatwn ceremomes of national univer- . -

51tles to be customarﬂy done' _ Although some of these halls have a cer-

'tam deSIgn con51derat1on in acoustic and nghtmg equxpment, their loca- .

tlons and fac111t1es are hmlted to be used as social education and cultural

" facility’ due to thelr or1g1nal purposes being different from such uses.

- -Also, there is no fa<:1111:1es Whlch have stages and equxpment to be fully

conmde_red_ for multl&purpose ‘uses. such ‘as ' theatrical performance,

15



Nati.on'al Theatre's past "p:erf_o_rman‘ces (bn'ly for_'mc_)ré _th_a_n"VIOOO spectators:.

June, July, August 1983)

Host, sponsor. ..

No: of audience

Date . . Progfémme and description
June- 5 - - Popular Muéic,
June. 17 Variety'.Show _
24 - Traditional Music and Dance. - -

June 26,27,  ASEAN Festival of .
28,29,30 Performing Arts -

" Yamaha ST
. Fine Arts Dep. -

.. Thai _,Giver_nment_

total 13 performances

1200
1000
1162

1200, 1400 .
1100, 1749

July - 3 Popular'M_uSic - Private - 1_10ﬁ. -
July. 8,9 Fund raising. programme . Private - ..1400, 1350
July 10° .  Variety Show | Private 1250
July 17 Broadway Show - Private . 1200
July 21 7 Concer't. and Bully - Fine Art : 1351
July 22,23,24 Broac.l\!vayr Show Privat.é ST 1745, 1_715-, '1_"730
July 25,29 = Fund Raisihg Programme . “Private - 1200, 1150, 1319
o 1250
July 30 . Varviety Show:-, Traditional - Fine Art Dep.. . 1063 .
Dance and Music ' . .
total 26 performances

Aug. 1 Variety Shows Traditional ~  School - - 1000 ...

' Thai Dance and Music . TR
Aug. 4, 5, 6 Ballet “Red Cross . . . 1000 -

Aug. 13 ~ 21 ° Masked Play’

Aug. 25 - Show (modern dance and -
. music)_ SR
Aug. 27,28 . Masked Play

.Inf:e:r;n_atio_na_l

. .Fine-;Af’;s\ D'ep .

1288, 1084, 1518

-';‘1525, 1468 o

.P.zfiv'ate

» -‘Fine ‘Art Dep .';-_

t_(_)tél,;ZO perfqrménées. e

,1000:";.

'1343; 1524, 1703

16



trad1tzonal performmg arts and concerts. - On the other hand National
Theatre s prov1ded with hghtmg and stage equlpment to ordinary
extent, w1th cons1derat1on of’ tradlhonal performlng arts Yet, it has a
drawback 1n acoustlc effects which: a1e not good enough as multrpnrpose
hall to l1m1t types of events, along wlth relatwely small capacxty of 1,350
'seats. ‘As to other halls,- a. gymnasmm ‘of Din- Daeng Youth - Welfare
'Centre and an mdoor stadlum at Huamark have a. lalge capacxty of more
than 3,000 persons and are frequent]y uscd forevents such as large
popular mus1c ' concert. ‘But they are not approprlate in acoustu:,
11ght1ng and stage facilities because the1r purposes are not. for the use

as concert hall or theater..

Lookmg Iat 'frequency | of the dse of Iabove facilities., un'iVerslty
'aud1tor1ums are “used only" for annual graduatzon ceremomes and pubhc
lectures, a few t1mes per year, because ‘of thelr 1nsuff1c1ent equlpment
wh1ch more than compensate the large capamty Even the audltormm at
Thammasat University, with good locatmn and frequent ‘use by c1tlzens,
is used for general events such as concert once per two months,
relatlvely low frequency of the use.= 'On the other hand, National

Theatre is actwely used by c1t1zens and pr1vate orgamzatmns in addition

to performances of its. own dancmg team, thh consxderable use rate of’

600 tlmes per year' in 1983 298 performances of Thai ‘music and dance,
176 - performances of varlety show and 50 performances of Western music,

of __wh1ch_ 20 performances 1n each month collected more than 1,000

audiences.

Large ‘Hall{more than. 1_,_0'00',5:eeqt_s')_ o :(No._ of seats)  {(Major uses)
* Thamasat University _Auditorintn' 2,546 Lecture/Graduation
: Chul_a:longko:rn University Autitorium . 2,132 Ceremony

~ King Mongkut's Institute of Technology = 1,553 |
National Theatre (Large hall) 0 1,3%0 _ '_I‘raditionel'
o '  performing arts/

Theatrical

 performance

17
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NATIONAL THEATRE.

THAMASAT UNIVERSITY

CHULALONGKORN UNIVERSITY

NATIONAL MUSEUM



Small and medium halls include a small hall of National Theatre, national
university facilities and a auditorium of AUA Language Centre, and few
of which have satisfactory facilities to allow multi~purpose uses from
meeting to fine arts and performing arts, _

Auditorium of Bhirasri Institute of Modern Arts is a rare case of a
facility - in the country to intend multi-purpose uses, even though
insufficient in term of facility.

Frequency of the use of these halls is much more active than that of
large halls, particu}arilgr many uses for movies and small meetings. Most
of small and medium halls, as listed below, are regularily used 3 - 4
times per week, in addition to the use as rented hall (their rent is

around 1,500 bahts per hour).

Medium hall{around 600 seats) (No. of seat) (Major uses)
AUA Language Centre 686 Movie/Lecture
AIT Centre Auditorium 600 Meeting /Movie
Thamasat. University Small Hall 600 Lecture
National Theatre Small Hall 416 Theatrical
performance
Small hall (around 200 seats) {(No., of seat) {Major uses)
Alliance Francaise Hall : 300 Movie
Bhirasri Institute of Modern Art Hall 300 Multi-purpose
{Exhibition/Movie/
Concert)
Vajiravudh Memorial Hall 300 Theatrical
performance
ESCAP Hall ' 263 Meeting
Youth Welfare Centre Hall 214 Events
British Counecil ' 92 Movie/Mecture
Goethe Institute 80 Movie/Lecture

19



20

EExhxbnmn facﬂit:es | _
There are pubhc -QY private ‘museums -
Bangkok National Museum which 1s open to general pub

‘and - art. museums,' inCIuding
lic and hold the

various chsplays and events. o o
National museum system has 3 museums in the cﬁ;y and 32 museums m'

~ other regmns w;[th Bangkok Natmnal Museum as A central famhty to

dlsplay ancient fine' arts and anthoropologmal matenals.g Bangkok

National Museum has: around 400 000 vxsitors annualy. But as it ‘uses. an

old ~royal. palace, the’ building | quite. ~old- and ‘has msufﬁcmnt

eqmpments and fac111t1es to pzoperly preserve ana mamtam dlsplayed
items. , : ; o ol
In addition to the Natmnal Museum, the Sc1ence Museum and the
Planetarium as a. part of somal educatlon have ah"eady stauted theu‘

act1v1t1es in ‘the mty to aim for 1mprovement of social educatlon facﬂltles.'

| and the Natural H1story Museum and ‘the HIStOI‘Y and Culture Museum are,

'under plannmg Par t1cularly, the Sc1ence Museum has suffmlent fac111t1es

and received 300 000 v131tors annua]ly _

As above museums are mamly for permanent exh1b1t10n, facilities' for
changmg exhlbltlon “will be requlred for wxde ranged of soc1a1 educatlon
and. cultural. exchange At present there is onIy one pubhc fac:hty,
Bhirasri Instltute of Modern Art (managed by a 1"'cuundatlon), whlch is
dolng changing: exhlbltmns in the city. And . department stores and
hotels are used for events: smzh as pamtmg contests and fme art.-
exhibitions.  Thus, it is de51rab1e to estabhsh pubhc facﬂltles for. the
purpose in the future.-

As the other  private faeilities,_ V_Jim Thompson’s_ P.'{ou'se- exhibits his
per'sonal_ ‘collections, and mu'sé_qm ':park 'Muan Bovan' ,;(Aneient C.City)
collects -old  traditional bu'i.lding’s from all over the _c_oun't_,ry,rr-. They _;.ar'e

open to public and very pbpular.



iLﬂnarles :

Natmnal llbrarles and umvermty I1brar1es have a ldrge collectxon of
~books. and references._ Although un1ver51ty hbraries could  not' be
prov1ded for: pubhc uses, pubhc I1brar1es 1nclud1ng natmnal hbranee are
' actlvely prov1d1ng serv1ce for general pubhc. T
Natmnal l1b1a1y system has three hbranes in the Clty of Bangkok and

three branch hbrarles m other regmns, w1th a volume of 1,270, 000 books'

and’ 800 000 users annualy Also, there are 26 ma]or l1brar1es (total
volume ‘of. 760 000 books), 375 pubhc hbrarles and 27 mobile libraries
(total volume of 1.6 mllhon) in- nat1onw1de.. Furthermore, in the C1ty of
Bangkok hbrarles in -cultural. exchange centres of AUA Language Cemre
and Bratlsh Couns1l as well as a small l1brary attached to Youth Centre

are operated

Nevelthless, in the c1ty which has rapld populatmn growth the above-

hbrar;es are not sufflmently respondmg to demand for library serw.ce by

citizens, ‘and a part of which are dependent on prlvate book- lendmg

busmess
National .~ Major mon- Pulbic
- Libraries .~ Specialized  Libraries
" Libraries '
Number of Libraries S T S Y S 375
: - ciioo 0 Y {with 6. branches) . {(with 27 mobile
: units)
Number of Volumes -  |1,270,905 763,950 1,599,386
Number of ‘A/V Documents| 17,451 38,465 2,414
Number of Registered | No lending 181,964 30,530
RS -Vgorrowere_f~ " services - : - _ SR
Ordinary Expenditure | 13,004,700 B 58,037,296 % 10,546,650 b
Number_of'Employees 1 395 f:e5-1= 1,014 T_ -:214 o
Lo o o (5 part-time) (+37 part -time) . (424 part-time)
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¥ Other facilities

There are a several facilities in the city which conirvibute to foreign
language education and cultural exchange. For instance, AUA Language
Centre managed by American University Alumni Association {AUAA),
facilifies of British Council, German Culture Centre 'Goethe Institute',
and French Culture Centre !'Allilance Frangaise' conduct their own
language education and introduces their culture through movies and
literatures.

Especially, AUA Language Centre and British Council are famous for
language course among citizens, and along with well equipped library to
be the support of social education for the citizens. In addition, theve
are many vocational training schools in the city, which actively conduct
the various courses. The above culture exchange centres offer language
courses privately operated, in addition, public culture centres which

should be open for anyone are highly requested.
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