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GULF TIMES, 9 October 1985

atar's

r level rise

By T M Anantharaman

Staff Reporter

A semi-official Japanese agency Is to tackle Qatar's rising -

waler lable problem with an improved drainage plan,

The Japanese Inlemational Coopoeration Agency (JICA} yéster-

day signed an agreement on the project with the Qatar government

al the . Emiri ‘Palace in, Doha.

‘A six-mamber JICA leam, led by‘

‘Yasukazu -Komori, has beon - in

Qatar for the past 10 days doihg &

preliminary survey and getting a
first-hand feel of the situation.

Mr Komori totd Daily Guif Times

‘in an “exclusive inlerview beforg

‘leaving for Japan last night that the

leam would ba back-in November to
"do “tes! works."

Eull-scale study of the problom’ -

will bo dono during winter at a timse

when some rainfall can be expeclej.

"The sludy area will cover Doha . |
city and Rayyan aiea and vicinity,”

Mr Kormoris said, . y
The Japanese govefnment and
Qatar havaa technical cooperafion
agreement -undei"Wiich Japan will
* piovide the experts and equipment.
' . " To Page 3 »

&n

Komorl

Yasukazy

‘Health hazard from rising water level

« From Page 1 :

JICA will this beas cost of the

tost-works, . )

- Test-works Include, according to
Mr Komori, drainage of the aroa by

digging trenches, collecting water .

and analysing it as woll as studying
types of drainage systéms that can
be used for the proj ) Lo
.- He sald waler samples showed
: that it was saline and brackish, and
would thareicre nesd reatment i it

was to be used for. Irgation of
. disposed of into the sea. The water :

quality would have 10 be stdied in
greater dotail,. -« - .

The  rising “underground - water

table In Qalar has baen a problerm
-for same years, # has been siudied

" - by the Water Depanimant, with the

" halp of the British Hydrological Insti-

fule and & UN consulting team of
water specialists, '
¢ A pject to remedy the preblem
of the slng waler table under Dohba
and fis suburbs of At Gharrafah, Al
Rayyan, Al Wakrah, Al Wukair and
Umm Said, was proposed last year
al a cost of QR50mn. The Japanese

“have béen brought into the con-
 Plan. -

‘#n ument drainage

According to an or'ﬁdét,.lhe rising
watar lable.not only restlls In seop-

g It Areas where waler p )l ;
age . b . Pipa, ; lo the fse In the water table. -

elaciricity’ .and telaphone cabls,

Tave boen lald bul also endangers

the; fondations of buildings. -

. ‘-Al‘rﬂtprilias arg said 10 ba wo;ried
that the flooding of low-lying areas

could pose a threal to the hedtih of
residents. .

=43~

A sludy of the problem by the
Water Deparment undedined the
urgent nised to tackle the problem,

Former dirsctor of the Water De-
paiiment, Ahmed &al-Jattal,- now
holding the- post of Adviser to the
department, has pointed oud that in
places waler tevels had risen by Bm
in.less than 10 years.

* Prior 1o the ere of rapkl dévalop-

* mént there, was a natural balanca
maintalned st the undarground

lovel. But excessive use of Imporipd
waltsrs and is wastaful use has fed

.. Also, absiraction of waler from #s

¢ natural source. has not kept pace
“with “racharging. "Main sources of

wasle “are lgaking pipes, taulty
draing, seplic tarks and iigatiol of
gardens and farms, -



LIST OF EQUIPMENT FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES

1. _Level w/.tripod

2. Leveling staff

3. Surveying pole

| 4, :Handy'télky'

s, _Stop watch _ _
Small tbmpﬁter-w/'prbgramming function

5
&
‘7o Hord processiﬁg device
8 'Cdﬁying machine_

9

. Water quality test apparatus
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